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Figure 1: Father Tikhon Shalamov in 1905

Introduction to Part llla
The villages of Aiaktalik and Akhiok are not only among the oldest

settlementst on Kodiak Island, but Native people livig in these villages are also

1 villages of Kasukuak (later changed t@khiok and relocated across Alitak Bay) anéngyahtalek

(later changed toAiaktalik) are marked on the map by Mark Matso®! 1 OOEEN o1 AAA . AT AO AT
Archaeological Sites (8000B.Q.! 8$8 pxoengqoée ET ! 011 ,8 #OI rPhMdr,ih 1T U &8
ed.,Looking Both Ways: Heritage and Identity of the Alutiiq Peoffiairbanks: Univesity of Alaska

Press, 2001), 3233. Also,h OE ! EEET E AT A | EAEOCAI EE AOA 1 AOEAA AO O!
-AOE - AOOIT O3A1 AAOAA 11 OOEsEnabouta85® O E A iOliookihd A h# OAT 1T A O/
57).



among the first Natives with whom Russians (and Spanidhmade contact. In fact,

+1 AEAE ) Ol ATA P11 AAA TAI A 02000EAT ( AOAT 06 j A
across from Aiaktalik Island) reflects this history3 Both villages had churches:

Aiaktalik had St. Andrew Chapel and Akhiok had Holy Trinity Chap€later rebuilt

(after the fire) as Protection of the Theotokos Chapel. Aiaktalik was abandoned after
WWISxEET A ' EEET ESO DI bOI AOEthdvilad obkaduffaR A £LOA O |
moved there after their village was destroyed during the tsunami of 1964ver the

years, four different canneries, at least, operated at Alitak cannery sitear the

village of Akhiok Alaska Packers Association, Alitak Packing Cpany, Far North

Packing and Shipping Company, and, currently, OceaadBity (under Trident

Seafoods)At the time of Shalamov, it was Alaska Packers Association.

2 The Spaniards arrived at Aiaktalik in 1788, June 30th (Wallace M. Olsdrough Spanish Eyes:

Spanish Voyages to Alaska, 171492, (Auke Bay, Alaska: Wallace M. Olson, dba H&ge Research,

2002), 211, 215,543. The story of Aiaktalik Native, Arsenti Aminak, also refers to a visit of a three

i AOOAA 3pAT EOE OEEDP OEAO OAT O 106006 A AT AO OI ' EAEOAI EE
Heinrich Johan Holmberg( T 1 | AAOCS8 O %OE 1, Faptadk®The Univesifyfonfagkd O

Press 1985, wl. 1, Rasmuson Library Historical Translation Series, 5%9).

SLydiaT.Blackh O4EA 200O0EAT #hthrdpdolicalPaperEof thé Wnkveksityhod
Alaska,24, nos. 12 (1992): 166-168.

4 Shalkop,Inventory, 116.

5 Luermann, Villages 56.

6 For more details, see RoppeSalmon From Kodiak27, 31, 66



3EAI Alsibcdpd®i OOA O!t&skiicRAl EE
On the 1849 Map of Kodiak Island by the Russian American Company
(Map obtained through the Courtesy of t he Baranov Museum, Kodiak, AK)



Part Illa
[Aiaktalik to Akhiok]

Aiaktalik, the richest settlement in the past, is now completely impoverished.
None of the villages at all had either a handful of flour, a spoonful of tea, a lump of
OOCAOh T O A AOi B 1T &£ EAOI OAT A88 - AT U xAOA AAC
they do not sleep on bare earth is because there are still fish in the rivers and in the
ocean,anditistE O ZAEOE OEAO OODBPDPI 0O OEA £ EAEAOQEIT C
and billionaires, satiated with life and earthly pleasures? Those of you who have
precious sea otter and fox fur coats and collars? Look at the demise of those who
caught these valuableadornments for you. Come ye here, help [the suffering], here
is your salvation, receive it
starvation, thus appearing before the Throne of God as witnesses to the cruelty of
their fellow human beings. However, the satiated princes of this world will not hear
them. Only in Russia the quiet moaning of the Aleuts was heaadd an everhelpful
hand was extended across seas and oceans: the Moscow Missionary Society, from its
sparse resources, sent 100 rubles to Aiaktalik.
Tikhon and | give away to everybody tea, sugar, flour, lengths of calico cotton
for dresses and shirtsThus, for today the needs of the poor are met but who will

help them tomorrow?

7 Priest Tikhon Shalamov was well known for his charitable works: he organized and supervised the

work of orphanages both inAlaska andin Russia, startedhe O! | AOEAT 4 A1 PAOAT AA 31 AEAOL
asOEA 308 - ASotletyloimutueCAIp OOAEEI AT AOEOA | OCOOOET . EEEOET
Activity of Priest Tikhon Shalamov on Kodiak Island, 1893904 (from the pages of theAmerican

Orthodox Messeng€l h dhefPioceedings of the Russian North in the History of Russiarerican

Relationships: Materials of an International Scholarly Conference Dedicated to the Two Hundred Years

of Diplomatic Relations Between Russiad the USA Held in Vologda, Russi@ ®&cbber 201Q ed. V.N.

Pleshkov (Vologda, Russia: Drevnosti Severa, 2011), 94.

83EAT AIT O NOI OAO A EAI T 060 PIi Al O4ET OCEOQNKG A 6AOO0EAC

Nekrasov,x ET OA [ AET O OEAT A xAO OEA OOAZEAOEI C 1T &£ 2000EAB0



July 3. We got up at 6 [AM]. Chrysmated the bab®end servedpanikhida for
the deceased? Almost all the deceased are the victims of the insatiable
consumption bacillus. Habiual malnutrition, damp, severe climate, pathological
addiction to tobacco, and, previously, unrestrained drunkenness, quickly exhaust
and weaken the lungs of the Aleuts.

Four baptismal entries from the village of Kaguyak

9 The Metical Record from Aiaktalik identifies chrysmated babies agelagia (daughter of the Aleut
Roman Nangiak and his lawfully wedded wife Stephanida, both Orthodox), Paraskeva (daughter of
the Aleut Stephan Naplygnyk and his lawfully wedded wife Elizaveta, doOrthodox), Evgenia
(daughter of the Aleut Damian Kanchaun and his lawfully wedded wife Anna, both Orthodox), Leontii
(son of the Aleut Porfirii Nanykhtak and he lawfully wedded wife Anna, both Orthodox), Marina
(daughter of the Aleut Simeon Kashkak andi$ lawfully wedded wife Evgeniia, both Orthodox),
Paraskeva (daughter of the Aleut Peter Anakhkvak and his lawfully wedded wife Evgenia, both
Orthodox), Alexandra (daughter of the Aleut Mikhail Adunuga and his lawfully wedded wife Khionia,
both Orthodox) (Kodiak Parish Vital Statistics, Box 9, Folder 6, Part I: Births, folio 7, 8).

10 The Metrical Record from Aiaktalik identifies the deceased as Efrosinia (wife of Savva
Kaumashkakz died of stomach ache at the age of 35), the Aleut Roman Nangiiak (died obtt
disease at the age of 49), baby Pelagia (daughter of Roman Nangiiaked of a cold at the age of one
and a half years), the Aleut Varnava (son of Tarasii lakungldied of cold at the age of 20)Kodiak
Parish Vital Satistics Records, Part Ill: Deths, Box 9, Folder 6, folio 30).



1903 Kodiak Parish Metrical Rec ords Journal, Part I: The Newly Born
Kodiak Parish Vital Statistics Records, Box9, Folder 6, p. 8

(Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)

During the daytime [I] gave a talk about the wonderful Elder Seraphii, his
feats, prayers, miracles, visions, and his blessed, angelic life. With great interest the
Aleuts listened to the holy story. At the conclusion of the talk, Tikhon showed them
an image of a righteous Elder from a wonderful book by E. Poselianfksceticof the
19t Century.

In the evening [l received] confessions. [I] asked them to tell the truth and
the whole truth and also remember that they confess not for the priest but for the
joy and peace of their own souls, before their Creator and that those il to lie or
conceal the truth, should not even approach this mystery, so that they do not add
one more sin to their sins.

*OlU 18 4EA xAAOEAO EO cliiiiunh 11TTEO
whole day of taking confessions: my body is tired andching; my brain has slowed
down; | feel torn and ashamed the spiritual condition of the village is not yet
healthy. The drunkenness decreased after ten years of relentless appeal to sobriety.
However, lechery, this untamable beast afflicting humans, hégen destroying the
lives of the Aleuts by distancing them, and even blocking them from the entrance to
'TA80 EAAOGATT U PAI AAAS

In order to improve the religious and spiritual life of the Aleuts, we need the
authorized catechizers and church schools fohe growing generations. Only under
these conditions can one expect their full recovery and healing. The ground for this
undertaking is promising: Aleuts are receptive and religious by nature.

July 5Matins at 6 [A.M.] and then liturgyBefore communion | testified about
the necessity to receive communion with an awareness of our unworthiness and
sinfulness. | also briefly explained the meaning of Communion as a remembrance for

the atoning death of our Lord Jesus and also as a blessed amysterious means to

11 Shalamov refers to &Russiancontemporary of Saint Herman, Saint Seraphim of Sarovho was
canonized in 1903.

I EEA



connect with Him. There were 1172 communicants. After the liturgy, a talk
f AT TTxAAYy AAT OO OEA ' 1 OPAI1 068 1 AOOACA AT T AAC
an appeal to abstain from licentious living. After the talk, the Aleuts, jayffand

content, peacefully left for home.

People from the Village of Aiaktalik
Picture taken by Tikhon Shalamov during his 1903 trip.

American Orthodox Messenger, Vol. VIII, #8, (New York, NY, April 1904): 151.

(Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)

Having rested a little, [we] wedded two couples, both in second marriagés
it seems that nowhere in the world are there so many remarriages due to the

premature death of a spouse. Few female Aleuts have had one lbaisd and even

12 The numbers of those who confessednd of those who communed wereas a rule, listed in
another journal kept by the priest. Raciacomposition and socid statuses were acknowledged.

13 Metrical record indicates thatShalamoy in fact,performed three, not two weddings in Aiaktalik:
he married the Kaguyak Aleut, Nikita Sidulia (second marriage) and the Aiaktalikleut, Anna
Anakalak (second marriagewidow), the Aiaktalik Aleut Carp Aminak (second marriage) and the
Aiaktalik Aleut Irina Kijook (second marriage, widow), the Akhiok Aleut lakov Aiakusha (third
marriage) and the Aiaktalik Aleut Stephanida Nangiiak (s®nd marriage, widow) (Kodiak Parish
Vital Satistics Records, Part II: Marriages, Box 9, Folder 6, folios 18, 19).



fewer male Aleuts have had one wife. In general, chaste widowhood and virginity is
not really valued by the Aleutst4 There has never been a single monk [among male
Aleuts], nor a single nun among the female Aleut8z After getting married, while

yet a girl (Aleuts consider the first menses to be the sign of complete sexual
maturity), an Aleut female quickly perishes from births imposed on a weak and
underdeveloped body.

It is unknown why the first missionaries, even Hierarch Innocent¢ allowed
female Aleuts to wed starting at age 13, while even at the age of 16 and 17 she still
looks girlish. This erroneous’ dispensation has significantly sped up the sad
process of the physical degeneration of the Aleutsbecause of the early, premature
marriage a female Aleut looks aged already at the age of 20. She stops blooming
before she even blossomed. A lack of brides pushes Aleuts to early marriages.
However, we, seeing great danger in this, need to decline sanctioning such
marriages and to rebel firmy against such senseless undermining of the
rudimentary foundations of life.

All the people piously stood and prayed during the ceremonial mystery [of
marriage]: no one was fidgeting or stalling. Involuntarily, with a bitter sense of
shame, | rememberednarriages in the towns of faraway Russia, in which the so
called wedding attendees change seats, stand with their behinds facing the altar,

laugh, whisper, elbow each other, deliver vulgar jokes and, in general, behave in a

14 G.1.Davydov, a Russiani¢utenant in the Navy, who served in Alaska from 1802 to 1807, described

premarital virginity among Native gils OAO OEOOOAIT 1 U O1 EAAOA 1 A86 -1 OA OEAIT
between males and f~en]ales kgegins here very early; whep theﬂgirls are ten or elgven they already o
OEl x AEEAAOCEI T & OOAT 0 1 1E OEA QOAREOACABA pidOOI 1 O T £

Two Voyages To Russian America, 18807, ed. Richard A. Pierce, trans. C. Bearne, Materials for the
Study of Alaska History, no. 10, (Kingston, Ontario: The Limestone Press, 1977), 165).

15 Shalamovdoes notmention a community started by St. Herman Spruce Island: at least Sophia
Vlasova and some other students appear to have led a celibate life after settling theaéhough they

were not nuns.

16 saint Innocent of Alaska (loann Veniaminov/Popovj1797-1879) was a missionary priest in
Unalaska, Adska from 1824 till 1834, in Sitka from 1834 till 1838, and Bishop of Alaska from 1840
1867. (Afonsky, Gregory [Bishop]47-71).

17 Before 1830 it was common (and legal) for Russian women to get married at an early age {1).

After 1830 the Church raisedhe age bar to 16. However, peasastind burgers could usually appeal

for variousreasonsj &1 O 11T OA AAOQOAEI Oh Gfedetaryoile BdyisSindd; ! 1 AEOAER /
O- AOOEATARS® ET ~"  _ >~ > '~ ™ Orthédox_ThealdgicaEricyclopedia) Vol
Il (Petrograd: Supplement to a spiritual journak * =~ " "Waridergr), 1901.



more outrageous way than duringregular public meetings, such as court, theater,
lectures, etc. It is time to put a quick and decisive end to such shameless and
sacrilegious excesses by appealing to the sense of orderliness and propriety of those

misbehaving and disrespectful Christians

Chapel in the Village of Aiaktalik
Picture taken by Tikhon Shalamov during his 1903 trip.

American Orthodox Messenger, Vol. VIII, #7, (New York, NY, April -May 1904): 133.

(Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)



After the wedding, in a joint communal and unanimous prayer with the

people [we] performed the service of the Lesser Sanctification of the WatéPsand

AOEAA OEA , 1T OA & O OEA Al AAT OET C 1T & AT AU AT A

N o~ o~ N o

Inthe eveningwe EAAEAA OEA #EOOAEGO AAAT O1 OET ¢ Al

previously regular two or three hundred dollars, there was only $8.50. This is a sure
sign that the means of the Aleuts are diminishing.

In the evening, due to a calm, we thought about starting on anlg journey,
but the contrary current prevented us from doing this, and so we are staying until
morning. z At seven in the evening [we] served a Vigil service, after which |
delivered a short appeal to the Aleuts asking them to keep us in their prayers and
kind memories.

July 6. We got up early with the sunrise. A fresh following wind was blowing
and we, having put our things intatoion’®. EEEOQOAS O Oi A1l OI1 11 bh
called Ookhidak? (sea shell), set out on our way to Akhiokinder full sail. Because of
the current, the waves were crashing and were violently hurling themselves onto us.
The sloop dove, screeched, shook, stumbled but, in the desperation of despair,
resolutely plunged ahead. It was impossible to stay in the hol@bviously, there
were no cabins) because of the tossing and the stench of rancid blubber; I felt sick,
iU EAAA xAO OOPEITTEIChe AT A O1 ) EAA Oi
impeded by the huge, monstetike, sea swells waiting in ambusk! Closerto
Akhiok?2 the agitation subsided, and we continued at a steady, calm pace.
Thousands of seagulls circled overhead, dove, and mewed desperately; sometimes
the ocean was literally white with them. Fishshaped animalsz whales, were
spouting everywhere fromtheir tremendous spouts. They, as well as others, were
gathered at a common dinner table [provided with] small sea fish.z Soon we

entered the narrow Akhiok strait and approached the village.

18 The Srvice of the Lesser Sanctification of the Waters can be, unlike the Service of the Greater
Sancffication of the Waters,performed on any day of the yea

19 Toionis a Siberian word for village chiefs, also used with the same meaning in Alaska.

20 Ookhidakis Alutiiq for chiton, a sloopshaped marine mollusk abundant around Kodiak.

21 Cape Trinity forms a sort of a bottleneck ands thus infamous for its dangerousswells.

20_ E>"' 6 E1T #UOEI I EAS
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People, as always, joyously greeted us and met us with alethchildren and

household members at thdaida.

Village of Akhiok
Picture taken by Tikhon Shalamov during his 1903 trip.

American Orthodox Messenger, Vol. VIII, #7, (New York, NY, April 1904): 133.

(Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)

Flags fluttered on houses; the only church bell was pealing joyously; greeting
gunshots reverberated loudly from the mountains. The village, the most populous in
our parish, is located in a homey [Akhiok] bay, protected bylands from southern
ocean winds, and protected from the north by a range of tall mountains. People are
relatively well-to-do: the cannery and, partially, the fur trade give enough means,
though the work at the cannery is paid rather meagerlyz The workday that lasts
from 4 in the morning till 6 in the evening is compensated by only fifty cents instead
I £ 11 AOGEAGO OOOAT Ox1T 1T0O0 TTA ATA A EAI £ Al 11
provided, that, on the other hand, do not differ in any way from a regutaAleut meal:
AEOEh /E OE h.Béhitled thi$, bn® ghouBddfBrget that for this very
meager pay Aleuts have to suffer various humiliatios) mocking, and physical abuse
AOT 1T OTATT ECEOAT BA OOAA OEEOEAOI AT 80

23( AOA B3EATAITO OOAT 01 EOAOAOAG ET O1 #UOEITEA Al %l Cl E
language) to specifically indicate the American origin of the officials (local and imported) running the
cannery.



All Aleuts here live in housesbarabaras are used as kitchens or gueshuts.24
More affluent [Aleuts], former otter hunters, have good furniture, expensive stoves,
carpets, mirrors, paintings, violins, guitars, and even gramophonegOn the wall
Ul 6 O0AA OEA 4 OA OGdddarchsiz B Drioeear dhAlaskd),BishoA]A O EE
Nikolai,2> and [Saint] Tikhon [of Moscow]?¢ Many understand and speak Russian,
even though they do not meet Russians. Russian influence is still alive and active.
Also, the children of a Finn, marriedtoa CréoAh - 8 &1 CA1 OOOAAI ¢ &1 CAI
3O0OEi 6 ET 3EAI AiT1 O8O0 OPAITEICY OPAAE 2000EAI
(AOET ¢ OAOOAA A 1 EOOI A &EO1T i OEA O1 OOGET ¢h
It stands at the edge of the village, separately fromthd OOAO88 ' 1T 1T A EAIT 1T Oh
lampadas, cleanliness, orderliness, ligttin general, a very pleasant impression. It is
obvious, that people [here] like to decorate their House of the Lord, the center of all

sorrows and joys of our earthly life.

24 Theword® > =~ | ©P1 OAcdrinedneilerOE EOAEAT 6-EADAGOBBABDAET C 11 OE/
Russian region in which it is used.

25 Bishop Nikolai (Ziorov) (1851-1915) was Bishop of the Aleutiansglands and Alaska from 1891 to

1898. (Afonsky, Gregory[Bishop], 84).

26 Saint Tikhon of Moscow (18651925) was Bishop of the Aleutan Islands and Alaska from 1898 to

1907. The nameof the Diocese was changed t@\leutian Islands and North Americ@in 1900.

(Afonsky, Gregory [Bishop], 88).



Chapel in the Vill age of Akhiok
Picture taken by Tikhon Shalamov during his 1903 trip.

American Orthodox Messenger, Vol. VIII, #9, (New York, NY,May 1904): 169.

(Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)

Mothers brought children and we started the mysteries of Chrismatio#” and

sacramental churching?® The weeping and the cries of children annoyed those

27 Metrical records indicate that Priest Tikhon Shalamov and Reader Tikhon Sheratin chrysmated
seven children: Panteleimon (son of the American citizen Fogel Streem [Fogelstrom] and his lawful
wife Matrona), Maria (daughter of Andrei Agishka and his lawful wife Ekaterina), Alex (son of
Nikandr Kichook and his lawful wife Marina), Alexandra (daughter of Polikarpii Aliugli and his lawful
wife Ekaterina), Matrona (daughter of Tikhon Azhooiiak and his lawful wife Natalia), Anton (the son
of Savva Nankook and his lawful wife Pelag), and Anna (daughter of Aleut Kharlampii lakshak and
his lawful wife Irina) (Kodiak Parish Vital $atistics Records, Part I: Births, Box 9, Folder 6, folio 8, 9,
10).

28 For more details about the sacrament of Baptism, followed by the sacrament@hrismation, and
then by a ritual of Churching, please, see footnotes in Part 1l [Kaguyak].



