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Figure 1: Father Tikhon Shalamov in 1905  

 

 

Introduction to Part IIIa  

 The villages of Aiaktalik and Akhiok are not only among the oldest 

settlements1 on Kodiak Island, but Native people living in these villages are also 

                                                        
1 Villages of Kasukuak (later changed to Akhiok and relocated across Alitak Bay) and Angyahtalek 
(later changed to Aiaktalik) are marked on the map by Mark Matson Ȱ!ÌÕÔÉÉÑ 0ÌÁÃÅ .ÁÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
Archaeological Sites (8000 B.C. ɀ !Ȣ$Ȣ ρχφπɊȱ ÉÎ !ÒÏÎ ,Ȣ #ÒÏ×ÅÌÌȟ !ÍÙ &Ȣ 3ÔÅÆÆÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÒÄÏÎ ,Ȣ Pullar, 
ed., Looking Both Ways: Heritage and Identity of the Alutiiq People (Fairbanks: Univesity of Alaska 
Press, 2001), 32-33. Also, bÏÔÈ !ËÈÉÏË ÁÎÄ !ÉÁËÔÁÌÉË ÁÒÅ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ÁÓ Ȱ!ÌÕÔÉÉÑ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅÓȱ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐ ÂÙ 
-ÁÒË -ÁÔÓÏÎ Ȱ3ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ !ÌÕÔÉÉÑȟ 2ÕÓÓÉÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ #ÒÅÏÌÅ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔs in about 1850ȱ ɉ#ÒÏ×ÅÌÌȟ Looking, 
57). 



among the first Natives with whom Russians (and Spanish2) made contact. In fact, 

+ÏÄÉÁË )ÓÌÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÎÁÍÅ Ȱ2ÕÓÓÉÁÎ (ÁÒÂÏÒȱ ɉÁÎ ÅÌÏÎÇÁÔÅÄ ÔÉÄÁÌ ÌÁÇÏÏÎ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÒÉÇÈÔ 

across from Aiaktalik Island) reflects this history.3 Both villages had churches: 

Aiaktalik had St. Andrew Chapel and Akhiok had Holy Trinity Chapel,4 later rebuilt 

(after the fire) as Protection of the Theotokos Chapel. Aiaktalik was abandoned after 

WWII,5 ×ÈÉÌÅ !ËÈÉÏËȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÏÕÂÌÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ the village of Kaguyak 

moved there after their village was destroyed during the tsunami of 1964. Over the 

years, four different canneries, at least, operated at Alitak cannery site near the 

village of Akhiok: Alaska Packers Association, Alitak Packing Company, Far North 

Packing and Shipping Company, and, currently, Ocean Beauty (under Trident 

Seafoods). At the time of Shalamov, it was Alaska Packers Association.6 

                                                        
2 The Spaniards arrived at Aiaktalik in 1788, June 30th (Wallace M. Olson, Through Spanish Eyes: 
Spanish Voyages to Alaska, 1774-1792, (Auke Bay, Alaska: Wallace M. Olson, dba Heritage Research, 
2002), 211, 215, 543. The story of Aiaktalik Native, Arsenti Aminak, also refers to a visit of a three-
ÍÁÓÔÅÄ 3ÐÁÎÉÓÈ ÓÈÉÐ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÎÔ ÏÕÔ Á ÂÏÁÔ ÔÏ !ÉÁËÔÁÌÉË ɉȰ4ÈÅ 3ÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄ -ÁÎ !ÒÓÅÎÔÉ !ÍÉÎÁËȱ ÉÎ 
Heinrich Johan Holmberg, (ÏÌÍÂÅÒÇȭÓ %ÔÈÎÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ 3ËÅÔÃÈÅÓ, Fairbanks: The University of Alaska 
Press, 1985, vol. 1, Rasmuson Library Historical Translation Series, 57-59). 
3 Lydia T. Black ȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 2ÕÓÓÉÁÎ #ÏÎÑÕÅÓÔ ÏÆ +ÏÄÉÁËȟȱ Anthropological Papers of the University of 
Alaska, 24, nos. 1-2 (1992): 166-168. 
4 Shalkop, Inventory, 116. 
5 Luermann, Villages, 56. 
6 For more details, see Roppel, Salmon From Kodiak, 27, 31, 66. 



 

3ÈÁÌÁÍÏÖȭÓ sloopȭs ÒÏÕÔÅ Ȱ!ÉÁËÔÁÌÉË to Akhiok ȱ 

On the 1849 Map of Kodiak Island by the Russian American Company  
(Map obtained through the Courtesy of t he Baranov Museum , Kodiak, AK) 
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Part IIIa  

[Aiaktalik to Akhiok]  

 

Aiaktalik, the richest settlement in the past, is now completely impoverished. 

None of the villagers at all had either a handful of flour, a spoonful of tea, a lump of 

ÓÕÇÁÒȟ ÏÒ Á ÄÒÏÐ ÏÆ ËÅÒÏÓÅÎÅȣȢ -ÁÎÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÁÒÅÆÏÏÔ ÁÎÄ ÎÁËÅÄȣȢ 4ÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ 

they do not sleep on bare earth is because there are still fish in the rivers and in the 

ocean, and it is thÉÓ ÆÉÓÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÉÃËÅÒÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅȣȢ 7ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕȟ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎÁÉÒÅÓ 

and billionaires, satiated with life and earthly pleasures? Those of you who have 

precious sea otter and fox fur coats and collars? Look at the demise of those who 

caught these valuable adornments for you. Come ye here, help [the suffering], here 

is your salvation, receive it.7  

 Ȱ"ÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÔÉÁÔÅÄ ÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÇÏÏÄÎÅÓÓ ÄÅÁÆȣȱ8 Meanwhile, people die of 

starvation, thus appearing before the Throne of God as witnesses to the cruelty of 

their fellow human beings. However, the satiated princes of this world will not hear 

them. Only in Russia the quiet moaning of the Aleuts was heard and an ever-helpful 

hand was extended across seas and oceans: the Moscow Missionary Society, from its 

sparse resources, sent 100 rubles to Aiaktalik. 

 Tikhon and I give away to everybody tea, sugar, flour, lengths of calico cotton 

for dresses and shirts. Thus, for today the needs of the poor are met but who will 

help them tomorrow? 

                                                        
7 Priest Tikhon Shalamov was well known for his charitable works: he organized and supervised the 
work of orphanages both in Alaska and in Russia, started the Ȱ!ÌÁÓËÁÎ 4ÅÍÐÅÒÁÎÃÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȱȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ 
as ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙ ÏÆ %ÇÙÐÔȭÓ Society of Mutual Aid ɉ!ÒÃÈÉÍÁÎÄÒÉÔÅ !ÕÇÕÓÔÉÎ ɉ.ÉËÉÔÉÎɊ Ȱ-ÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÙ 
Activity of Priest Tikhon Shalamov on Kodiak Island, 1893-1904 (from the pages of the American 
Orthodox MessengerɊȟȱ ÉÎ The Proceedings of the Russian North in the History of Russian-American 
Relationships: Materials of an International Scholarly Conference Dedicated to the Two Hundred Years 
of Diplomatic Relations Between Russia and the USA Held in Vologda, Russia 6-7 October 2010, ed. V.N. 
Pleshkov (Vologda, Russia: Drevnosti Severa, 2011), 94. 
8 3ÈÁÌÁÍÏÖ ÑÕÏÔÅÓ Á ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÐÏÅÍ Ȱ4ÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÁÔ Á 6ÅÓÔÉÂÕÌÅȱ ÂÙ Á ρωÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ 2ÕÓÓÉÁÎ ÐÏÅÔ, Nikolai 
Nekrasov, ×ÈÏÓÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÔÈÅÍÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÏÆ 2ÕÓÓÉÁȭÓ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓȢ 



 July 3. We got up at 6 [AM]. Chrysmated the babies9 and served panikhida for 

the deceased.10 Almost all the deceased are the victims of the insatiable 

consumption bacillus. Habitual malnutrition, damp, severe climate, pathological 

addiction to tobacco, and, previously, unrestrained drunkenness, quickly exhaust 

and weaken the lungs of the Aleuts. 

 

 

Four baptismal entries from the village of Kaguyak  

                                                        
9 The Metrical Record from Aiaktalik identifies chrysmated babies as Pelagia (daughter of the Aleut 
Roman Nangiak and his lawfully wedded wife Stephanida, both Orthodox), Paraskeva (daughter of 
the Aleut Stephan Naplygnyk and his lawfully wedded wife Elizaveta, both Orthodox), Evgenia 
(daughter of the Aleut Damian Kanchaun and his lawfully wedded wife Anna, both Orthodox), Leontii 
(son of the Aleut Porfirii Nanykhtak and he lawfully wedded wife Anna, both Orthodox), Marina 
(daughter of the Aleut Simeon Kashkak and his lawfully wedded wife Evgeniia, both Orthodox), 
Paraskeva (daughter of the Aleut Peter Anakhkvak and his lawfully wedded wife Evgenia, both 
Orthodox), Alexandra (daughter of the Aleut Mikhail Adunuga and his lawfully wedded wife Khionia, 
both Orthodox) (Kodiak Parish Vital Statistics, Box 9, Folder 6, Part I: Births, folio 7, 8). 
10 The Metrical Record from Aiaktalik identifies the deceased as Efrosinia (wife of Savva 
Kaumashkak ɀ died of stomach ache at the age of 35), the Aleut Roman Nangiiak (died of throat 
disease at the age of 49), baby Pelagia (daughter of Roman Nangiiak ɀ died of a cold at the age of one 
and a half years), the Aleut Varnava (son of Tarasii Iakunak ɀ died of cold at the age of 20) (Kodiak 
Parish Vital Statistics Records, Part III: Deaths, Box 9, Folder 6, folio 30). 



1903 Kodiak Parish Metrical Rec ords Journal, Part I: The Newly Born  

Kodiak Parish Vital Statistics  Records, Box 9, Folder 6, p. 8 

 (Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)  

 

 During the daytime [I] gave a talk about the wonderful Elder Seraphim11, his 

feats, prayers, miracles, visions, and his blessed, angelic life. With great interest the 

Aleuts listened to the holy story. At the conclusion of the talk, Tikhon showed them 

an image of a righteous Elder from a wonderful book by E. Poselianin, Ascetics of the 

19th Century. 

In the evening [I received] confessions. [I] asked them to tell the truth and 

the whole truth and also remember that they confess not for the priest but for the 

joy and peace of their own souls, before their Creator and that those willing to lie or 

conceal the truth, should not even approach this mystery, so that they do not add 

one more sin to their sins. 

 *ÕÌÙ τȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÓ ÇÌÏÏÍÙȟ ÌÏÏËÓ ÌÉËÅ ÒÁÉÎȣ ɍ) ×ÁÓɎ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÔÉÒÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ Á 

whole day of taking confessions: my body is tired and aching; my brain has slowed 

down; I feel torn and ashamed ɀ the spiritual condition of the village is not yet 

healthy. The drunkenness decreased after ten years of relentless appeal to sobriety. 

However, lechery, this untamable beast afflicting humans, has been destroying the 

lives of the Aleuts by distancing them, and even blocking them from the entrance to 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÌÙ ÐÁÌÁÃÅȢ 

 In order to improve the religious and spiritual life of the Aleuts, we need the 

authorized catechizers and church schools for the growing generations. Only under 

these conditions can one expect their full recovery and healing. The ground for this 

undertaking is promising: Aleuts are receptive and religious by nature. 

 July 5. Matins at 6 [A.M.] and then liturgy. Before communion I testified about 

the necessity to receive communion with an awareness of our unworthiness and 

sinfulness. I also briefly explained the meaning of Communion as a remembrance for 

the atoning death of our Lord Jesus and also as a blessed and mysterious means to 

                                                        
11 Shalamov refers to a Russian contemporary of Saint Herman, Saint Seraphim of Sarov, who was 
canonized in 1903. 



connect with Him. There were 11712 communicants. After the liturgy, a talk 

ɍÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄɎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌÓȭ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ *ÕÄÇÍÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÅÎȟ ɍ) ÇÁÖÅɎ 

an appeal to abstain from licentious living. After the talk, the Aleuts, joyful and 

content, peacefully left for home. 

 

People from the Village of Aiaktalik  

Picture taken by Tikhon Shalamov during his 1903 trip.  

American Orthodox Messenger, Vol. VIII, #8, (New York, NY, April 1904): 151.  

(Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)  

 

 Having rested a little, [we] wedded two couples, both in second marriages13 ɀ 

it seems that nowhere in the world are there so many remarriages due to the 

premature death of a spouse. Few female Aleuts have had one husband and even 

                                                        
12 The numbers of those who confessed and of those who communed were, as a rule, listed in 
another journal kept by the priest. Racial composition and social statuses were acknowledged.  
13 Metrical record indicates that Shalamov, in fact, performed three, not two weddings in Aiaktalik: 
he married the Kaguyak Aleut, Nikita Sidulia (second marriage) and the Aiaktalik Aleut, Anna 
Anakalak (second marriage, widow), the Aiaktalik Aleut Carp Aminak (second marriage) and the 
Aiaktalik Aleut Irina Kijook (second marriage, widow), the Akhiok Aleut Iakov Aiakusha (third 
marriage) and the Aiaktalik Aleut Stephanida Nangiiak (second marriage, widow) (Kodiak Parish 
Vital Statistics Records, Part II: Marriages, Box 9, Folder 6, folios 18, 19). 



fewer male Aleuts have had one wife. In general, chaste widowhood and virginity is 

not really valued by the Aleuts:14 There has never been a single monk [among male 

Aleuts], nor a single nun among the female Aleuts.15 ɀ After getting married, while 

yet a girl (Aleuts consider the first menses to be the sign of complete sexual 

maturity), an Aleut female quickly perishes from births imposed on a weak and 

underdeveloped body. 

 It is unknown why the first missionaries, even Hierarch Innocent,16 allowed 

female Aleuts to wed starting at age 13, while even at the age of 16 and 17 she still 

looks girlish. This erroneous17 dispensation has significantly sped up the sad 

process of the physical degeneration of the Aleuts ɀ because of the early, premature 

marriage a female Aleut looks aged already at the age of 20. She stops blooming 

before she even blossomed. A lack of brides pushes Aleuts to early marriages. 

However, we, seeing great danger in this, need to decline sanctioning such 

marriages and to rebel firmly against such senseless undermining of the 

rudimentary foundations of life. 

 All the people piously stood and prayed during the ceremonial mystery [of 

marriage]: no one was fidgeting or stalling. Involuntarily, with a bitter sense of 

shame, I remembered marriages in the towns of far-away Russia, in which the so-

called wedding attendees change seats, stand with their behinds facing the altar, 

laugh, whisper, elbow each other, deliver vulgar jokes and, in general, behave in a 

                                                        
14 G.I. Davydov, a Russian lieutenant in the Navy, who served in Alaska from 1802 to 1807, described 
premarital virginity among Native girls ȰÁÓ ÖÉÒÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÈÅÁÒÄ ÏÆȢȱ -ÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÌÏÖÅ 
between males and females begins here very early; when the girls are ten or eleven they already 
ÓÈÏ× ÁÆÆÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÂÏÙÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÁÇÅȢȱ ɉȰ-ÏÒÅ /Î ÔÈÅ (ÁÂÉÔÓ ÁÎÄ #ÕÓÔÏÍÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ +ÏÎÉÁÇÁÓȟȱ ÃÈÁp. in 
Two Voyages To Russian America, 1802-1807, ed. Richard A. Pierce, trans. C. Bearne, Materials for the 
Study of Alaska History, no. 10, (Kingston, Ontario: The Limestone Press, 1977), 165). 
15 Shalamov does not mention a community started by St. Herman on Spruce Island: at least Sophia 
Vlasova and some other students appear to have led a celibate life after settling there, although they 
were not nuns. 
16 Saint Innocent of Alaska (Ioann Veniaminov/Popov) (1797-1879) was a missionary priest in 
Unalaska, Alaska from 1824 till 1834, in Sitka from 1834 till 1838, and Bishop of Alaska from 1840-
1867. (Afonsky, Gregory [Bishop], 47-71). 
17 Before 1830 it was common (and legal) for Russian women to get married at an early age (13-16). 
After 1830 the Church raised the age bar to 16. However, peasants and burgers could usually appeal 
for various reasons. ɉ&ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓȟ ÓÅÅ :ÁÖȭÉÁÌÏÖȟ !ÌÅËÓÅÉȟ /ÂÅÒ-Secretary of the Holy Synod, 
Ȱ-ÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȟȱ ÉÎ ˜̠̑́̃̏̒̌́̃̎́ ˎ̠̏̄̏̒̌̏̃̒̋́ ˪̗̠̎̉̋̌̏̐̆̅̉ ɉOrthodox Theological Encyclopedia), Vol. 
II (Petrograd: Supplement to a spiritual journal ˞ ̓̑́̎̎̉̋ ɉWanderer), 1901. 



more outrageous way than during regular public meetings, such as court, theater, 

lectures, etc. It is time to put a quick and decisive end to such shameless and 

sacrilegious excesses by appealing to the sense of orderliness and propriety of those 

misbehaving and disrespectful Christians. 

 

 

Chapel in the Village of Aiaktalik  

Picture taken by Tikhon Shalamov during his 1903 trip.  

American Orthodox Messenger, Vol. VIII, #7, (New York, NY, April -May 1904): 133.  

(Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)  

 



After the wedding, in a joint communal and unanimous prayer with the 

people [we] performed the service of the Lesser Sanctification of the Waters18 and 

ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÅÁÎÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÂÏÄÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ȰÅÖÅÒÙ ÕÓÅÆÕÌ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȢȱ 

 In the evening we cÈÅÃËÅÄ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÂÏÏËÓȡ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

previously regular two or three hundred dollars, there was only $8.50. This is a sure 

sign that the means of the Aleuts are diminishing.  

 In the evening, due to a calm, we thought about starting on a long journey, 

but the contrary current prevented us from doing this, and so we are staying until 

morning. ɀ At seven in the evening [we] served a Vigil service, after which I 

delivered a short appeal to the Aleuts asking them to keep us in their prayers and 

kind memories. 

 July 6. We got up early with the sunrise. A fresh following wind was blowing 

and we, having put our things into toion19 .ÉËÉÔÁȭÓ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÓÌÏÏÐȟ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ 

called Ookhidak20 (sea shell), set out on our way to Akhiok under full sail. Because of 

the current, the waves were crashing and were violently hurling themselves onto us. 

The sloop dove, screeched, shook, stumbled but, in the desperation of despair, 

resolutely plunged ahead. It was impossible to stay in the hold (obviously, there 

were no cabins) because of the tossing and the stench of rancid blubber; I felt sick, 

ÍÙ ÈÅÁÄ ×ÁÓ ȰÓÐÉÎÎÉÎÇȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ) ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÏÎ ÄÅÃËȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×ÁÓ 

impeded by the huge, monster-like, sea swells waiting in ambush.21 Closer to 

Akhiok22 the agitation subsided, and we continued at a steady, calm pace. 

Thousands of seagulls circled overhead, dove, and mewed desperately; sometimes 

the ocean was literally white with them. Fish-shaped animals ɀ whales, were 

spouting everywhere from their tremendous spouts. They, as well as others, were 

gathered at a common dinner table ɀ [provided with] small sea fish. ɀ Soon we 

entered the narrow Akhiok strait and approached the village. 

                                                        
18 The Service of the Lesser Sanctification of the Waters can be, unlike the Service of the Greater 
Sanctification of the Waters, performed on any day of the year. 
19 Toion is a Siberian word for village chiefs, also used with the same meaning in Alaska. 
20 Ookhidak is Alutiiq for chiton, a sloop-shaped marine mollusk abundant around Kodiak. 
21 Cape Trinity forms a sort of a bottleneck and is thus infamous for its dangerous swells. 
22 Ȱˍ̖É̛̏̋ȱ ÉÎ #ÙÒÉÌÌÉÃȢ 



 People, as always, joyously greeted us and met us with all their children and 

household members at the laida.  

 

 

Village of Akhiok  

Picture taken by Tikhon Shalamov during his 1903 trip.  

American Orthodox Messenger, Vol. VIII, #7, (New York, NY, April 1904): 133.  

(Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)  

 

Flags fluttered on houses; the only church bell was pealing joyously; greeting 

gunshots reverberated loudly from the mountains. The village, the most populous in 

our parish, is located in a homey [Akhiok] bay, protected by islands from southern 

ocean winds, and protected from the north by a range of tall mountains. People are 

relatively well -to-do: the cannery and, partially, the fur trade give enough means, 

though the work at the cannery is paid rather meagerly. ɀ The workday that lasts 

from 4 in the morning till 6 in the evening is compensated by only fifty cents instead 

ÏÆ !ÌÁÓËÁȭÓ ÕÓÕÁÌ Ô×Ï ÏÒ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÈÁÌÆ ÄÏÌÌÁÒÓȢ 4ÈÉÓȟ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÃÏÍÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅÁÌÓ 

provided, that, on the other hand, do not differ in any way from a regular Aleut meal: 

ÆÉÓÈȟ ÆÉÓÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÉÓÈȣ. Besides this, one should not forget that for this very 

meager pay Aleuts have to suffer various humiliations, mocking, and physical abuses 

ÆÒÏÍ ÕÎÅÎÌÉÇÈÔÅÎÅÄ ÒÕÄÅ ȰÆÉÓÈÅÒÍÅÎȢȱ23 

                                                        
23 (ÅÒÅ 3ÈÁÌÁÍÏÖ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ #ÙÒÉÌÌÉÃ ÁÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÆÉÓÈÅÒÍÅÎȱ ɉÎÏÔ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÕÓÓÉÁÎ 
language) to specifically indicate the American origin of the officials (local and imported) running the 
cannery. 



 All Aleuts here live in houses; barabaras are used as kitchens or guest-huts.24 

More affluent [Aleuts], former otter hunters, have good furniture, expensive stoves, 

carpets, mirrors, paintings, violins, guitars, and even gramophones. ɀ On the wall 

ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ 4ÓÁÒȭÓ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÉÔÓȟ ÏÕÒ ÄÅÁÒ ÈÉerarchs ɀ [St.] Innocent [of Alaska], [Bishop] 

Nikolai,25 and [Saint] Tikhon [of Moscow].26 Many understand and speak Russian, 

even though they do not meet Russians. Russian influence is still alive and active. 

Also, the children of a Finn, married to a CreoÌÅȟ -Ȣ &ÏÇÅÌÓÔÒÅÁÍ ɍ&ÏÇÅÌÓÔÒÏÍȟ Ȱ&ÏÇÅÌ 

3ÔÒÉÍȱ ÉÎ 3ÈÁÌÁÍÏÖȭÓ ÓÐÅÌÌÉÎÇɎ ÓÐÅÁË 2ÕÓÓÉÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎȢ 

 (ÁÖÉÎÇ ÒÅÓÔÅÄ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÓÓÉÎÇȟ ×Å ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ɍ(ÏÌÙ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙɎ #ÈÁÐÅÌȣȢ 

It stands at the edge of the village, separately from the hÏÕÓÅÓȣȢ 'ÏÏÄ ÉÃÏÎÓȟ 

lampadas, cleanliness, orderliness, light ɀ in general, a very pleasant impression. It is 

obvious, that people [here] like to decorate their House of the Lord, the center of all 

sorrows and joys of our earthly life. 

                                                        
24 The word ̐ ̠̏̃́̑̎ ɉȰÐÏÖÁÒÎÉÁȱɊ can mean either ȰËÉÔÃÈÅÎȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÇÕÅÓÔ-ÈÕÔȟȱ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
Russian region in which it is used. 
25 Bishop Nikolai (Ziorov) (1851-1915) was Bishop of the Aleutian Islands and Alaska from 1891 to 
1898. (Afonsky, Gregory [Bishop], 84). 
26 Saint Tikhon of Moscow (1865-1925) was Bishop of the Aleutian Islands and Alaska from 1898 to 
1907. The name of the Diocese was changed to ȰAleutian Islands and North Americaȱ in 1900. 
(Afonsky, Gregory [Bishop], 88). 



 

Chapel in the Vill age of Akhiok  

Picture taken by Tikhon Shalamov during his 1903 trip.  

American Orthodox Messenger, Vol. VIII, #9, (New York, NY, May 1904): 169.  

(Courtesy of the Alaskan Diocesan Archive at St. Herman's Theological Seminary)  

 

 Mothers brought children and we started the mysteries of Chrismation27 and 

sacramental churching.28 The weeping and the cries of children annoyed those 

                                                        
27 Metrical records indicate that Priest Tikhon Shalamov and Reader Tikhon Sheratin chrysmated 
seven children: Panteleimon (son of the American citizen Fogel Streem [Fogelstrom] and his lawful 
wife Matrona), Maria (daughter of Andrei Agishka and his lawful wife Ekaterina), Alexei (son of 
Nikandr Kichook and his lawful wife Marina), Alexandra (daughter of Polikarpii Aliugli and his lawful 
wife Ekaterina), Matrona (daughter of Tikhon Azhooiiak and his lawful wife Natalia), Anton (the son 
of Savva Nankook and his lawful wife Pelagia), and Anna (daughter of Aleut Kharlampii Iakshak and 
his lawful wife Irina) ( Kodiak Parish Vital Statistics Records, Part I: Births, Box 9, Folder 6, folio 8, 9, 
10). 
28 For more details about the sacrament of Baptism, followed by the sacrament of Chrismation, and 
then by a ritual of Churching, please, see footnotes in Part II [Kaguyak]. 


